
Cambodia and MPI

H.E. SAMHENG Boros

Secretary of State, Ministry of Social Affairs, Veteran and Youth Rehabilitation

Head of the Cambodian Delegation to the 8th MPPN Conference



Cambodia’s Socio-
Economic Profiles

Poverty Rate

2007

47.8%

2019

10%

2020

≈14.7%



IDPoor Identification Procedures



Cash transfer program 
for the poor as part of 
COVID-19 responses

First time in history, about 700,000 
households (2.7 million people) received 
cash transfer in Cambodia

• With On Demand-IDPoor, the program 
was rapidly scaled up to cover those 
recently falling into poverty due to 
Covid-19

• Eligibility and payouts by four 
weighted factors – level of poverty, 
location, size of household and a 
vulnerability criteria

• The Government has spent nearly 
$400 million since June 2020

• Studies found to be an effective coping 
mechanism
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Existing Poverty Measures
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Cambodia in the Global MPI

Figure 1: Headcount Ratios by Poverty Measures Figure 2: Censored Headcount Ratios



A National MPI Underway…

Government Counterparts

• Ministry of Planning (Lead)

• Ministry of Social Affairs, Veteran 
and Youth Rehabilitation

• Ministry of Economy and Finance 
(General Department of Policy)

• National Social Protection Council

Development Partners

• UNDP (Lead)

• UNICEF

• World Bank 

• GIZ


